
TEACHER’S NOTES 
6 year olds OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 

Chapter 10 The Saviour is Born 
Lesson 4 No Room at the Inn 

 

AIMS 

1. The children will be able to relay the events leading up to the birth of Christ. 

2. They will understand that by helping people in need, they are expressing their love for 

Jesus. 

STEP 1 

Remind the children that Mary became the Mother of the Saviour because she loved God and 

had faith in Him.  Before Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph had difficulties, but they never 

doubted God.  Today the class will learn the about the difficult journey Joseph and Mary had 

to make before the Saviour was born. 

STEP 2 

Read the special two paragraphs from the children’s pack.  Explain to them that the Emperor 

of Rome ruled the land in which Mary and Joseph lived.  Show them where Rome is on the 

map, and then where the Holy Land is, specifically, Nazareth, the home of Mary and Joseph.  

Just before Jesus was born, Caesar ordered that a census be taken; a census in accounting of 

all the people.  Every family had to travel to the city of their ancestors and write their names 

in an official book.  Even though Mary was about to give birth to the saviour of the world, she 

and Joseph did as Caesar commanded and went to the town of Bethlehem.  Show the children 

were Bethlehem is on the map. 

STEP 3 

Ask the children to imagine what Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem must have been 

like. 

STEP 4 

Read the story of Joseph and Mary’s reception in Bethlehem from the children’s Bible (Luke 

2:1-5).  Help the children to see that people from all over the Holy Land were travelling to 

their home towns, so there were not enough inns to accommodate them all.  Therefore, Joseph 

and Mary had only a stable to stay in at night. 

STEP 5  

Tell the children that the innkeeper is a good example for all people.  Jesus asks those who 

love him to help anyone who needs it, even if they are strangers, just like the innkeeper did.  

In this case the strangers were the Holy Family.  Read about this idea of helping others from 

the children’s pack (Matthew 25:31-40). 

STEP 6  

Help their children to think of examples of how they can feed the hungry and give drink to the 

thirsty, etc.: give a younger sibling a glass of water, share their lunch with someone at school 



that has forgotten his, etc.  Emphasise that whenever they do any of these good acts for the 

love of Jesus, they pleased him very much. 

If you are in or approaching Advent when giving this lesson, explain that Advent is a time 

when everyone should try especially hard to do these kinds of good deeds and sacrifices. 

STEP 7  

Set the children to colour the map of the Holy Land in their packs.  Keep these maps for later 

lessons. 

Help their children to memorise question 24. 

You may like to read The Donkey’s Dream, by Barbara Helen Berger, a lovely story told by 

the donkey that carried merely to Bethlehem.  Or you might show the video “The Small One,” 

a fictitious story of the donkey that carried Mary to Bethlehem (available through the Walt 

Disney company; 25 minutes). 

CONCLUDE  

1. Teach the children an appropriate hymn, such as “Away in a Manger,” Adoremus hymnal, 

#336.” 

2. Pray the Hail Mary. 

PREVIEW  

In the next lesson, we will learn about the birth of the Saviour in Bethlehem. 

 
 


