
TEACHER’S NOTES 
6 year olds OUR HEAVENLY FATHER 
Chapter 13 Jesus Begins His Work 
Lesson 4 Jesus’ Work Continues 

 

AIMS 

1. Children will be able to explain that today's bishops are supposed to carry on the work of the 

twelve Apostles, and the priests assist them in that work. 

2. They will be able to explain that they, too, can be Apostles of Jesus in their daily lives. 

STEP 1 

Explain that to the children that before Jesus went back to Heaven, he left one of the twelve 

Apostles, St Peter, in charge of the other Apostles, and of all of his followers.  St Peter was the first 

Pope, and the other Apostles were the first bishops.  Jesus left them in charge of His new Church. 

STEP 2 

Direct the children to the picture of the current Holy Father in their packs and asked them to name 

him.  Set them to write his name in their packs.  Explain that the Pope is the successor of St Peter, 

which means that he has all the authority that Christ gave to St Peter when he was on Earth, to teach 

and ruled over the whole church.  The Catholic Church was tiny, when Jesus returned to Heaven, 

but because the twelve Apostles followed His command to go out into the whole world and teach 

everyone about Jesus, the Church is now everywhere and has millions and millions of members.. 

STEP 3 

Explain that just as St Peter had the other Apostles to help him, so, too, our Holy Father has helpers 

throughout the world.  These men are called bishops.  Show the children a picture of your local 

bishop and if possible and get them to write his name in their packs. 

Explained that both the Pope and the Bishop have "crosiers," or staffs, much like the staff that a 

shepherd uses to herd his sheep; the members of the Church are the sheep, and the Pope and the 

bishops are the shepherds who teach, guide, and protect the Church because they love it, just as 

Christ, the Good Shepherd loved His Church. 

However, explain that Christ warned us that the Devil will sometimes give us bad shepherds.  He 

called these bad shepherds hirelings and wolves in sheep's clothing.  So we must always pray that 

our popes, bishops and priests are good men. 

STEP 4 

Mention the name of your parish priest and get the children to write it in their packs.  Explain that, 

he, along with all the other priests, helps the Bishop in caring for members of the Church.  Each 

parish priests is in charge of a parish and is responsible for offering mass, administering the 

sacraments, and teaching his parishioners. 

STEP 5  

Explain to the children that everyone can the a " little apostle" for Jesus.  Read the special 

paragraph in the children's pack with them.  Asked the children to think of ways they can carry on 



Jesus’ work.  Remind them that in lesson two they learned that Jesus taught both by words and by 

His deeds. 

STEP 6  

Explain that being an Apostle is not always easy.  Discuss the chart, “Deaths of the 12 Apostles", in 

their packs. 

STEP 7  

Have the children complete one of the little stories in their packs. 

Practice question 31 in their in their packs. 

Have the children colour the picture in their packs. 

CONCLUDE  

1. Pray the Our Father. 

2. Sing “to Jesus Christ's, our sov’reign King,” Adoremus hymnal, # 480 

PREVIEW  

In our next lesson, we will review what we have learned in the last four lessons and take a quiz. 

 


